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BISMUTH IN THE SECOND QUARTER 1993 


Domestic consumption of bismuth in the 
second quarter decreased slightly from that of the 
first quarter and 3% from that of the second quarter 
1992, according to the U.S. Bureau of Mines. 

The domestic dealer price for bismuth, as 
reported in Metals Week, remained steady 
throughout the quarter at $2.30 to $2.70 per pound. 
This was unchanged from the first quarter. 


Update: 

The price had not changed at the time of 
publication. 

In Mexico, Industrial Minera México S.A. 
(IMMSA), closed its Monterrey lead refinery and the 
Chihuahua lead smelter in July, reportedly because 
of environmental problems with the accumulation of 
waste material onsite. The Monterrey refinery 
produced impure bismuth bullion that was shipped 
to Europe for refining. 
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Prepared in the Branch of Metals and Branch of Data Collection and Coordination, August 24, 1993. 





TABLE 1 
SALIENT BISMUTH STATISTICS 


(Ki lograms) 

1993 
1992 wn rrr c nec c ewe newt e ween enn nnn nnn nnn nae 
First Second Year to 
quarter quarter date 
ConsUmptionl/-=<<<*=<<<=<<"<<<ssseussces 1,472,527 362,271 354,891 717,162 
EXpOrtS2/----=~ "=> -<s- sb seSesnaose =. 90,320 32,217 NA 3/39, 483 
Imports for consumption----------------- 1,620,534 322,667 NA 3/534,457 
Price per pound, dealer, end of period-- $2.66 $2.53 $2.53 $2.53 
Stocks, end of period, consumer--------- 254,123 234 , 466 246,549 246,549 


NA Not available. 

1/Estimated 100% coverage based on reports from respondents that consumed 93% of the total 
bismuth metal in 1992. 

2/Inctudes bismuth, bismuth alloys, and waste and scrap; bismuth content. 

3/Total includes January-May data. 


Consumption of Bismuth Metal in the U.S. 
(Bismuth content) 
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1/Includes alloys and other uses 


TABLE 2 
BISMUTH METAL CONSUMED IN THE UNITED STATES, BY USE 


(Kilograms, bismuth content) 


date 


Chemicals2/------ 


Fusible alloys 


Metallurgical additives-------------- 
Other3/---------- 


First 

quarter 

SODAS Sess Seacaces4 757 ,873 189,950 
ES eee eee 300,954 76,317 
380,992 90,561 

See eee eter as 32, 708 5,443 
Bh i ee 1,472,527 362,271 


1/Estimated 100% coverage based on reports from respondents that consumed 93% of the total 


bismuth metal in 1992. 
2/Includes pharmaceuticals, industrial and laboratory chemicals, and cosmetics. 
3/Includes experimental and other uses. 


Korea, Republic of------------- 
Mexico---------------- ee oe eee 


205 ,501 


TABLE 3 
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF BISMUTH METAL, BY COUNTRY 
(Ki lograms) 
March First 

Quarter 
pecesecs 467,386 -- 32,200 
Sa NE ary 8 40,453 700 5,907 
pion paniae 287, 236 39,436 55,841 
Bercee ee 42,988 -- 377 
o------- 18,797 a +s 
ecceeeee 57 ae tee 
ecccecee 9,739 -- -- 
Samos 550,469 40,496 155 ,682 
sesso eee 75,691 20,190 23,815 
eoceeeee 2,150 1,150 1,150 
weccen-- 97 Ce ay 
app se Se -- 500 
Sacsicwce 125,471 32,783 47,195 
See a 1,620,534 134,755 322,667 


1/June data not available at time of publication. 


Source: 


Bureau of the Census. 


TABLE 4 
U.S. EXPORTS OF BISMUTH, BISMUTH ALLOYS, WASTE AND SCRAP, BY COUNTRY 


(Ki lograms) 
1993 1/ 
Country eS 2 GSO SOBER DO SOR ORS SERIES RD 29 08 SSR SS OG CEES SSO Soar Se 
March First April May Jan. -May 
Quarter totals 
Argent ina-*<<389s9s<s""=----sEeeess5 50 ae a “b bie ae 
Bel giumias?---**"+"<Sassse~* <Coeas==s24 37,866 17,815 17,815 5 4 17,815 
Canedagei=-""=5<<-- -S9gssenn <> snr = 5aae 24,628 451 2,196 1,638 5,552 9,386 
ColOnb lass 33-4 <6 eee e ere 880 igi e3 ia a Se 
Frances: 7Gc°= 9-869 ner Sers = <8 era =. ce a as 22 22 
Germany {he © = = + "===" +5005 See < 2 seer ss 19,837 ste 9 sf so 9 
HonggkOnga---*~>2---"<osne<-="<-"<9"- ren 482 os hes 7 ne mes 
Indi tear c+ 9 <9 68" s Sear <o << soso ae 100 = Ae hy — == 
Indones | a2se24-"5 Soe See eee ah 100 100 rg os 100 
isratls<S79- 08 oor fan ee oe one 13 ae aa a ae a 
Japan S6<eSeewe ass sees sss es 194 < 6,714 Be oe 6,714 
Korea, Republ iciof-<9<-2-~sa4-eaererze 102 = a. Je 54 54 
Mexico--------- Wercte cesses saeaeso- == 3,500 =< cs == a -- 
Perlsestssschs<s 5695989 oS5 recess eee 13 o= sie si wha =o 
Singapofe<**s2<<n* +ees pane sre <see oes 907 ee 4,748 “as ey 4,748 
V1 WONs +9 “a2 see <9 Fie ais no's oar ae 998 = <I a == -- 
Uni ted Ki ngdoms= <9 -=naes<<'-*ve ree seas 356 635 635 te ae 635 
Venezuelas<s2>- 22 =c's9*secece en sse- =< 394 ide = me -- -- 
Total -$92$-<rs0ssens ese eee waco 2 90,320 19,001 32,217 1,638 5,628 39,483 


1/June data not available at time of publication. 


Source: Bureau of the Census. 
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Mineral Information Now Available By Fax 
MINES FAXBACK SYSTEM PROVIDES RAPID ACCESS TO USBM DATA 


Current information on minerals and mineral-related publications from the U.S. Bureau of Mines 
(USBM) is now available through an easy-to-use automated fax response system. The MINES FaxBack 
service allows callers to retrieve information and order publications for delivery to their fax machines 
in minutes, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. MINES FaxBack allows the USBM to make some of its 
monthly and quarterly Mineral Industry Survey publications on mineral commodities available to the 
public as soon as they are released and sent to the printer, two or three weeks earlier than the date of 
their mailout. 


MINES FaxBack works from any G3 fax machine equipped with a touch-tone telephone (either 
a built-in handset with touch-tone capability or a separate touch-tone telephone plugged into the fax 
machine’s phone jack). After calling MINES FaxBack, the requester is guided by a series of voice 
messages that assist the caller in ordering the desired documents. The caller pays for the phone call 
that also includes the time needed to deliver the requested document to the caller’s fax machine. 


The first-time caller who is not familiar with the MINES | How to Use 
FaxBack system is instructed to listen to a short description of | == MINES FaxBack 
the system and then is advised to try the system by requesting | ~~ : 
the MINES FaxBack main catalog (by pressing "1" atthe appro- | 1. From the touch-tone 
priate prompt). The main catalog lists the catalogs arranged by | | 
mineral commodities for which there are publications on the | _~ 
MINES FaxBack for distribution to the caller’s fax machine. | 892-4088. _ 

2. Listen to the menu 

Other documents of special interest to first-time callers | | options and punch in 
might be the listings of USBM mineral commodity specialists | | the number of your 
(document #1000) and the form used to have one’s name added | __ selection. 
to the Bureau’s mailing list to receive publications on a regular | 3. Press the start button 





basis (document #2000). on your fax machine. 
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The Minerals Source 
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300 





AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 


FIRST CLASS 


BLM Library 
Denver Federal Center 
Bidg. 50, OC-521 
P.O. Box 25047 
Denver, CO 80225 





